New Method of Treatment for Backward Dislocation of the Hip.-Elgart (Centralblatt fur Chirurgie, August 22, 1903) states that the method consists in anaesthetizing the patient, who is then placed upon the floor, and then the operator should get down on one knee and place the dislocated limb over his thigh, and then, while an assistant securely holds the patient's pelvis, the operator should grasp the ankle with one hand and make traction, while with the other hand clasped on the thigh, the femur should be rotated inward and the leg pressed outward. In a bad case of backward dislocation this was followed on the first trial by perfect reposition. The method differs from Kocher in that, by placing the dislocated limb over the operator's thigh, much more pressure can be brought to bear, and, as a result, the reduction becomes easier.
The Lotheissen Method of Radical Cure for Femoral Hernia.-Gilli (Centralblatt fur Chirurgie, August 8, 1903), after giving in detail the method employed, states that his experience has shown that the separa¬ tion of the falciform process and of Poupart's ligament in these cases of irreducible hernia distinctly simplifies the condition of the hernial sac, as well as shortens the time of operation. The technique consists in making an incision parallel to Poupart's ligament, then exposing the sac of the hernia, which should be separated from its attachments at the edge of the ring. Then the aponeurosis of the external oblique should be separated and a Kocher sound should be passed between the sac and the falciform process until its tip appears at the abdominal side of the inner crural ring. The inguinal ligament and the falciform process can then be separated on the sound. After this separation the sac of the hernia may be easily isolated. The advantages of the method are: 1. That the separation is accomplished under the eyes of the operator, and there is no necessity for blind, uncertain work with a hernia knife, and any bleeding which may occur can be easily controlled. 2. In case of bad strangulation, the contents of the hernia are exposed to full view and can be thoroughly inspected before being replaced within the abdominal cavity. Experience has shown in cases where general anaesthetics are contraindicated that this method may be used with great satisfaction under local anaesthesia. -Lancet, 1903, No. 4172, p. 451. Nauheim Treatment in Chronic Affections of the Heart. -Dr. Leslie Thorne, basing his conclusions on an experience with the Nauheim methods during the past seven years in London, divides his cases of heart disease, into four groups: (1) those who will be cured; (or) bene¬ fited very greatly by the treatment; (2) those which cannot be cured, but can be greatly benefited; (3) the doubtful cases, and (4) unsuitable cases. Of the cases which will be cured or benefited very greatly by the treatment, the dilated, enfeebled^ and irritable heart, a sequela of influenza, is one of the most promising, and it is also one that, in many instances, resists treatment by drugs, rest, or change of air, so that the unfortunate sufferer often becomes a chronic invalid with nothing but a broken and almost useless life to look forward to. He believes it no exaggeration to say that the Nauheim treatment often gives a new lease of life to these cases, though if they are of a severe type they may require two, or even three courses, at intervals of nine months to a year to restore them to health. Another class of cases which belong to the first group is that of the dilated and enfeebled heart produced by the raised arterial tension present in the circulation of patients suffering from rheumatic or gouty diatheses. This slowly but continuously acting pressure produces m time an overloaded and overworked heart.
